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The strength of the essays var ies cons iderab ly. For examp le  
May le i  B lackwe l l 's essay on Ch icana pr i n t  cu ltu re fa l ters i n  i ts 
effort to provide a ba lanced h i stor ica l  account. Accusations are 
repeated without adequate documentation .  For i nstance i n  her 
d i scuss ion of the wa l kout at the 1 97 1  Houston Mujeres por la 
Raza meeti ng, B l ackwe l l  reports that "severa l  c l a im"  that "the 
women who staged the wa l kout" were "sent" to Houston"  by a 
certa i n  faction of Ch icano nationa l i sts based i n  Los Ange les with 
whom the sp l i nter group was affi l i ated"(76) . Who were these 
women and what poi nt is the author maki ng? Some of her con­
c l u s ions are d rawn from a 1 988, Th i rd Edit ion of Rudy Acu na's 
Occupied America. Why d id  B l ackwel l not c i te from the rev i sed 
fou rth edition?  U pdati ng wou ld  seem to be in order. 
The format, cons ist i ng of e leven essays with e leven respons­
es, has considerable merit, but it does not cons istent ly "foster 
d i a logue" or "generate a l ively  exchange"(6) . For examp le, 
respondent Ruth Behar states, "There i s  noth i ng I d i sagree with 
in Cantu 's essay" and adds l i tt le cr i t ica l  ana lys is . ( l l 0) Why d i d­
n 't the editors select a respondent who m ight offer an  a l ternate 
v iewpoi nt, a cr i t ica l  ana lys i s ?  
Overa l l  the ed i tors of  Chicana Feminisms make a lot of 
p rom i ses but l eave the reader with a lot of u nanswered ques­
tions .  Who i s  the target aud ience? (The co l lection seems too 
soph i st icated for the casua l  reader or for use i n  many under­
graduate cou rses . )  What can the reader conc l ude about 
"Ch icana fem i n isms"? How do these essays reflect the th ree 
major  themes of Chicana Feminisms? Are there bou ndar ies to 
Ch icana fem i n isms? If so, what are they? 
Reviewed by: Sh i r lene Soto 
Cal iforn ia  State U n ivers i ty, North ri dge 
Catherine Ceniza Choy. Empire of Care: Nursing and 
Migration in Filipino American History. (Durham: Duke 
University Press, 2003), xiv, 257 pp., $1 9.95 paperback. 
Th is  book takes a look at the top ic  of the twentieth-centu ry 
m igrat ion of Fi l i p i nos to the U n ited States and focuses 
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spec i fi ca l l y  on those m igrants i n  the n u rs i ng  p rofess ion .  
Whether  one  agrees with the author or not, the bas ic  prem ise of 
the p iece is that an i nternationa l  Fi l i p i no profess iona l  n u rse labor 
force has been created due to the h i stor ica l  demands of u . s .  
imperia l i sm .  Th i s  re-exam i nation of  the h i story of  the ro le of 
n u rs i ng i n  U .S .  colon ia l i sm shows that not a l l  i m m igrants read i ­
ly ass i m i l ate i nto American soc iety and  that the rac ia l ization of 
Fi l i p i nos i n  the U n i ted States conti nua l l y  takes p lace. 
The author makes use of ethnograph i c  and arch iva l  research 
in both the U n i ted States and the Ph i l i pp i nes. I nterv iew partic i ­
pants were chosen us ing  a snowba l l  techn ique  i n  wh ich  i n i ti a l  
part ic i pants are asked for names of  other potenti a l  partic i pants .  
Arch iva l  resea rch in  the U . S .  was conducted at Boston 
U n ivers ity's n u rs i ng arch ives, the Fi l i p i no American Nationa l  
H i story Soc iety arch ives i n  Seatt le, Wash i ngton, and un ivers i ty 
l i brar ies th roughout the cou ntry to locate issues of the Philippine 
Journa l of Nursing, ma i nstream and  eth n i c  newspapers, 
American nu rs i ng journa ls  and fact books, government docu­
ments, and federa l cou rt records.  The study a l so was helped 
tremendous ly  by the persona l  col l ections of i nd iv idua l  American 
and Fi l i p i no n u rses s i nce important h i stor ica l  documents conti n­
ue to be he ld  by i nd iv idua l  Ph i l ipp i ne N u rses Assoc iat ion mem­
bers, some of whom a re u n wi l l i ng to sha re them with 
researchers .  
Mater ia l  from the  Ph i l i pp i nes was gathered du r i ng a five­
month research tri p to the cou ntry where the author ta l ked with 
n u rs i ng deans, facu l ty members, and students at severa l 
Ph i l i pp ine  col leges and schoo ls  of n u rs i ng i n  Man i l a; d i rectors of 
nu rs i ng and staff n u rses at pr ivate and government hosp ita l s  i n  
Man i la; the cu rrent pres ident a n d  severa l members of the 
Ph i l i pp i ne N u rses Assoc iation; government employees worki ng 
in overseas-re lated agenc ies; and workers in nongovernmenta l  
organ izations focus ing on the  wel fare o f  m igrant and  women 
workers. The author a l so u ndertook partic i pant-observer stud ies 
i n  a begi n n i ng n u rs i ng c lass at Tri n i ty Col lege (formerly St. Lu ke's 
Hosp i ta l  School of N u rs i ng) i n  Quezon C ity, Metro Man i l a  (one 
of the o ldest n u rs i ng schoo ls  i n  the cou ntry), part ic i pati ng in  the i r 
commun ity health projects and medica l  m i ss ions, and attend ing 
nu rs i ng and m igrat ion conferences. 
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I n  Man i l a arch iva l  research was conducted i n  the l i b rar ies of 
Ph i l i pp i ne government i nstitut ions, nongovernmenta l  i nst itu­
t ions, the Ph i l i pp i ne N u rses Associat ion, col leges of n u rs i ng, and 
m igration and women's stud ies centers. One cannot doubt the 
pr i mary natu re of the research that was u ndertaken by the author 
in order to put th i s  materi a l  together. It i s  documented with pho­
tos, cop ious notes for each chapter, and an extens ive b ib l i ogra­
phy. 
The book offers severa l i nterest ing facts about Fi l i p i nos i n  
the u . s .  Fi rst, the phenomenon of Fi l i p i no nu rse m igrat ion to the 
u . s .  i s  a window from wh ich to v iew the global d i mens ions of 
th i s  predomi nant ly female gendered m igrant flow that emanates 
from th i s  cou ntry. It is true that one of the major exports of the 
Ph i l ipp i nes today i s  i ts h igh ly  ski l l ed labor force. Second ly, these 
n u rses' h igh ly  ski l l ed tra i n i ng a l l ows then to cross nationa l  and 
cu l tu ra l  borders, thus the wor ld has  seen a profess iona l  m igra­
t ion flow i n  wh ich nu rses from cou ntries with comparative ly  
h igher n u rs i ng shortages (the deve lop i ng wor ld)  are m igrati ng to 
p r imar i ly  h igh ly  developed countr ies such as the U .S . ,  Canada, 
and the U . K. The author refers to the ensu i ng i nequa l i ties of 
hea l th servi ces between developed and deve lop i ng cou ntries 
resu l t i ng  from th is  i nternat iona l  m igrat ion pattern as an "emp i re 
of care," hence the t i t le of the book. 
Th is  book d i ffers from other imm igrat ion stud ies in i ts 
attempt to move Fi l i p i no nu rse m igrants from impersona l ,  face­
l ess objects of such stud ies to a l l ow a better u nderstand ing  and 
appreciat ion of  th i s  group of  m igrants as  mu l t id i mens iona l  h i s­
tor ica l  agents and therefore as profess iona ls, women, and i m m i ­
grants .  Beyond exp lori ng the conventiona l  wisdom that Fi l i p i na  
n u rses m igrate because o f  the sa la ry and  profess iona l  growth that 
they be l ieve they wi l l  obta i n  when they make th i s  dec i s ion,  th i s  
book tr ies to b r i ng  to l ight the  very important and comp l icated 
ro les that both the Ph i l i pp i ne and U .S .  governments, recru itment 
agenc ies, and profess iona l  n u rs i ng organ izations, as wel l  as the 
Fi l i p i no nu rse m igrants themselves, have p l ayed in fac i l itat ing 
th i s  form of m igrat ion . Al l of  these come together to br i ng about 
what the author refers to as the cu l tu re of m igration .  Coup led 
with the ways U .S .  hosp i ta l  recru i ters have co l l aborated across 
nationa l  bou ndar ies with Ph i l i pp i ne trave l and recru i tment agen-
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c ies i n  the i r  aggressive recru i tment of Fi l i p i no nu rses to work i n  
the i r  hospita l s, the i n stitutiona l i zation of m igrat ion i s  re i nforced . 
Underly ing  a l l of the arguments outl i ned by the author i s  the 
theme that U .S .  colon i a l i sm in the Ph i l i pp i nes created an 
American ized tra i n i ng hospita l  system that eventua l ly  prepared 
Fi l i p i no women to work as nu rses i n  the U .S .  as opposed to the 
Ph i l i pp i nes . Th i s  was re i nforced by the Exchange Vi s i tor 
Programs in the 1 950s and 1 960s and paved the way for the 
Ph i l ipp i ne government's i nstitutiona l i zation of labor export i n  
the early 1 970s. Th is  ensu i ng cu l tu re of U .S .  imperi a l i sm creat­
ed rac ia l i zed h ierarch ies with Ameri cans on top and Fi l i p i nos 
be low wh ich pers i st even i n  more recent t imes and conti nue to 
i nform and shape the reception and i ncorporat ion of Fi l i p i no 
nu rses i n  the U .S .  Th is  same rac ia l ized h ierarchy i s  he ld respon­
s ib le  for the ways in wh ich Fi l i p i na  women n u rses have been 
used as scapegoats for var ious s i tuations .  The author uses the 
cases of R ichard Speck who m u rdered nu rses in Ch icago and of 
Leonora Perez and Fi l i p i na  Narc i so who were accused of mass 
mu rders/poison i ngs i n  An n Arbor. M ich igan .  After a j u ry con­
v icted Narc i so and Perez in J u l y  1 977, Fi l i p i no n u rses across the 
U .S .  suffered from pub l i c  susp ic ion about the i r  profess iona l  
i ntentions so that nu rses across the U .S .  reported i nstances of 
patients refus i ng to take med icat ion from them and of hosp i ta l s  
deve lop ing pol i c ies not to h i re Fi l i p i no  n u rses. Despite charges 
be i ng dropped aga i nst them, xenophob ic  senti ments expressed 
by the American pub l i c  as wel l as nu rses transformed Fi l i p i no 
nu rses from we lcomed exchange v is i tors and i m m igrants i nto an 
a l l eged th reat to the U .S .  health care system.  
The book's strength l i es i n  i ts abi l i ty to focus attent ion upon 
the ways in wh ich race, nationa l i ty, gender, and c l ass have 
shaped the exper iences of As ian  profess iona l  imm igrant women .  
These have been v i rtua l l y  ignored i n  both eth n i c  and women's 
stud ies . A l so by focus ing  on the i nternationa l  and transnationa l  
natu re of  the i ssue of  imm igration, th i s  book changes the U .S . ­
centri c natu re of  stud ies i n  the  As ian  American and American 
Stud ies fie lds .  
Reviewed by: Ceci l i a  G .  Manr ique 
U n ivers i ty of  Wiscons i n-La Crosse 
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